TEMPLE CHIMES
XX Under the Banyan Tree
1
Indeed, Thou didst teach the four under the banyan tree in days of old, But, Lord, what   Thou didst teach them cannot be taught by word
of mouth. Those who desire to be taught of Thee by word of mouth are like unto
those who try to cross the deep sea with the help of a little blade of
grass. We can be taught only by Thy divine silence.
2
Lord, art Thou not the one supreme truth ? Lord, art Thou not the one great reality behind all appearances ? Is it not true that Thou revealest Thyself to different people in different
ways?
Is it not true that Thou art the end and aim of all religions ? What is the true way of finding Thee ? Is there any other way but that of Thy grace ?
3
When we deeply ponder over the matter we are perplexed. Art Thou different from the world which we see before our eyes ? Can the elements—fire, air,earth, water and sky—exist apart from Thee ? What about us ? Are we different from Thee ? Can we live apart from
Thee? Thou Lord, whose one half is Uma, tell us the whole truth ?
4
Lord, Thou hast made us bear the burden of our senses and theft uncontrollable wildness.
Lord, Thou has permitted us to run about with the wicked monkey of our mind and participate in its evil ways.
Lord, thou makest us drink the bitter dregs of our perpetual suffering.
How can we understand the inscrutable mystery of Thy love for us ? of night.
